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PHP Supported Versions

Initial Release Active Support Until Security Support Until
5.6 e  28Aug 2014 19 Jan 2018 31 Dec 2018
7.1 1 Dec 2016 1 Dec 2018 1 Dec 2019
7.2 30 Nov 2017 30 Nov 2019 30 Nov 2020
7.3 6 Dec 2018 6 Dec 2020 6 Dec 2021

Source: http://php.net/supported-versions.php




Trailing commas in function calls

$array = [

‘Bugs Bunny',
'Tweety',

‘TasmaniapDewil',
'‘Porky P
I;

“Having a trailing comma after the last defined array entry, while unusual, is a valid
syntax.” - http://php.net/manual/en/function.array.php




Trailing commas in function calls

$data = foo(
‘Bugs Bunny',

'Daffy Dchii)
)5

function foo($a, $b,) {
return "$a $b";

}




New array methods array_key_first & array_key_last

$items = [
'name' => 'Daffy Duck',
'alias' => 'Duck Dodgers',
‘'species' => 'American black duck',

15

reset($items);
’$fu‘stKey = key ¢1te ~);
var_dump($firstKey);

end($items);
$lastK

var_dump($last

array_key_first($
var_dump($firstKey);

$lastKey = array_key_last($items);
var_dump($lastKey);




New is_countable

$items = :

echo sprintf('There are %d items', count($items));

if (is_countable($items)) {
echo sprintf('There are %d items', count($items));

}




New Heredoc/Nowdoc syntax

$name = 'Bugs’;

$str = <<<EOD
Hello $name. This is // Hello Bugs. This 1is
a heredoc example. // a heredoc example.

EOD;

$str = <<<'EOD'

Hello $name. This is // Hello $name. This 1is
a nowdoc example. // a nowdoc example.
EOD;




New Heredoc/Nowdoc syntax

e The closing identifier for doc strings is no longer required to be followed by a
semicolon or newline

e Additionally the closing identifier may be indented, in which case the
indentation will be stripped from all lines in the doc string

$strings = [
‘Looney Toons', <<<EOD
Steven Spielberg Presents Tiny Toon Adventures
EOD, 'Animaniacs',

ks




New Heredoc/Nowdoc syntax

$query = <<<SQL

SELECT *

FROM "contacts’

WHERE "telephone™ IS NOT NULL;
Sl

$query = <<<SQL
SELECT *
FROM "contacts’
WHERE " telephone™ IS NOT NULL;
SQL;




New Heredoc/Nowdoc syntax

$str = <<<F0O
abcdefg

FOO
FOO:

$str = <<<BAR
abcdefqg

FOO
BAR;




JsonException

PHP 7.3 adds a new JSON_THROW_ON_ERROR option for json_encode and
json_decode.

json_encode($data, JSON_THROW_ON_ERROR);

json_decode("invalid json", - , JSON_THROW_ON_ERROR);




JsonException

PHP 7.3 adds a new JSON_THROW_ON_ERROR option for json_encode and
json_decode.

try {
json_decode("invalid json", : , JSON_THROW_ON_ERROR) ;

} catch (\JsonException $exception) {
echo $exception->getMessage();

}




list reference assignment

¢$array = ['Bugs Bunny', 'Daffy Duck'];

list(%a, = $array;

$b = 'Porky P1ig';




Undefined variables in compact

compact creates an array containing variables and their values

$title = 'Hello world';
$body = 'Lorem ipsum';
$comments = [];

$array = compact('title', 'body', 'comments');

print_r($array);




Undefined variables in compact

Undefined variables passed to compact are no longer ignored

$foo = 'Sylvester’;

compact('foo', 'bar');




Case-insensitive Constants

This is now deprecated.

define("GREETING", "Hello you.",
echo GREETING;
echo Greeting;




String Search Functions

Passing a non-string needle to string search functions is deprecated.

The affected functions are: strpos, strrpos, stripos, strripos, strstr, strchr, strrchr, and
stristr.

$haystack = 'Hello World 123!';

$needle = 2;

if (strpos($haystack, $needle) !==
echo 'Needle found';

}

if (strpos($haystack, (string)$needle) !==
echo 'Needle found';

Js




PHP Micro Benchmarks

Test: Zend bench
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Source: www.phoronix.com




Coming to PHP 7.47

Preloading

Typed properties

Null Coalescing Assignment operator (?7=)
Foreign Function Interface






